Airways New Zealand accepts Rohde & Schwarz integrated
ATC communications solution
Rohde & Schwarz has successfully completed the final Factory Acceptance Test for
New Zealand’s nationwide Air Traffic Control voice communications system.
München/ Sydney, July, 26 2019 — After successful factory acceptance testing of
Rohde & Schwarz’ R&S VCS-4G IP-based voice communications system in the company’s
Systems Integration Laboratory at North Ryde, Australia, New Zealand’s future air traffic
control (ATC) system was accepted by Airways, the country’s air navigation service
provider, and roll-out will now commence.
“Representatives from Airways have worked collaboratively with Rohde & Schwarz staff
throughout the project to ultimately transition to a modern and flexible voice
communications system as part of the major upgrade to air traffic management systems
across New Zealand,” Ed Overy, Chief Information Officer from Airways, explained.
“Systems will be installed in Auckland and Christchurch providing several layers of
redundancy, which will help to ensure maximum system availability, operational flexibility,
cost-effective use of resources, redundancy and safety for over 150 controller working
positions.”
The innovative solution was chosen based on its reliability, innovation and flexibility. The
system’s IP design facilitates the pooling of ATC resources in a virtual control center. The
quad-redundant, distributed architecture facilitates a “one center – two locations approach”
and provides Airways with significantly increased resilience and a unique geographic
flexibility to manage their operations in a single trusted environment in the future.
“The project included multiple workshops covering topics, such as human machine
interface, voice communications system control and monitoring, system safety and
integration with other systems,” Managing Director of Rohde & Schwarz (Australia), Gareth
Evans continued. “Airways staff including air traffic controllers, maintainers, technical
specialists, and engineers have been closely involved throughout the project design phase.
Deployment is scheduled to begin towards the end of 2019, after which we will continue to
support Airways in bringing the new system into service.”
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Customers around the world, including air navigation service providers and more than 200
airports in 80 countries, trust the uncompromising quality of Rohde & Schwarz products
and solutions. The R&S VCS-4G innovative IP technology, as provided in the New Zealand
project, offers next-generation ATC features. The solution’s IP-based voice
communications system is a flexible and cost-effective solution for all ATC voice
communications needs, meeting established requirements for availability, reliability and
safety in ATC, as well as the growing need for dynamic ATC scenarios with network-based
sharing and distribution of operational resources across multiple locations.

Image caption: Rohde & Schwarz’ innovative IP-based voice communications system is a
flexible and cost-effective solution for all ATC voice communications needs, meeting
established requirements for availability, reliability and safety in ATC. (Photo: Airways)
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Rohde & Schwarz
The Rohde & Schwarz technology group develops, produces and markets innovative communications,
information and security products for professional users. The group's test and measurement,
broadcast and media, aerospace | defense | security, networks and cybersecurity business fields
address many different industry and government-sector market segments. On June 30, 2018,
Rohde & Schwarz had approximately 11,500 employees. The independent group achieved a net revenue
of approximately EUR 2 billion in the 2017/2018 fiscal year (July to June). The company has its
headquarters in Munich, Germany. Internationally, it has subsidiaries in more than 70 countries, with
regional hubs in Asia and America.
R&S ® is a registered trademark of Rohde & Schwarz GmbH & Co. KG.
All press releases, including photos for downloading, are available on the Internet at http://www.press.rohdeschwarz.com.
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